Praise & Prayer

Victory Ministries
— March 2008

| t was called the “The Great Race of Mercy, " and it w
theria threatened the town of Nome, Alaska. The only serum that could help was over 599 air miles away in
Anchorage. And the only airplane had been dismantled for repairs for the winter. That left only one option ...

dog sleds.

The plan was simple but very dangerous. The needed medicine would be sent to Nenana by railroad. Then
twenty mushers and their 150 dogs would transport the serum along the 674 grueling mile trail to Nome. The
mushers knew two things: they were risking their lives and, if they failed, hundreds would die.

The courageous mushers | aunched a daring r
pushed day and night through temperatures dropping to 50 degrees below zero until the
precious cargo reached 53 miles east of Nome. Now it was up to Gunnar Kaasen to make
the final heroic stretch, but a monster snow storm blew in, causing swirling snow and a
wind-chill of minus 70 degrees. Threatened with severe frostbite and punishing winds,
Kaasen and his dogs drove on. Finally, at 5:00 AM, February 2, 1925, the exhausted and
half -frozen musher pulled onto Front Street in Nome. In only a matter of minutes, the

town’'s doctor had the medicine. The next
severe cases of diphtheria would recover.

| share this amazing story with you for several reasons. First, because it is a heartwarming story of amazing
determination. Secondly, it poses a challenge to us today. We need a camp miracle ... two as a matter of fact.

We feel on the “short end of the stick” regarding posi
cooks both at Camp Li-Wa (1) and Victory Bible Camps (2 or 3). This position is absolutely vital to the smooth
operation of summer camp. Ranch Camp at both Camp Li -Wa and Victory Bible Camps cannot exist without the
service and teaching of wranglers, and we need at least four at this point. So, as you can see, your urgent

prayer and message-bearing are greatly needed and most definitely appreciated. If you or anyone you could

recruit are interested, please call the ministry at 907 -745-4203 or e -mail us at events@victorymin.org. You

are our life -line; we depend on you. Thank you for holding us up.

Rick Cornfield
Executive Director of Victory Ministries of Alaska
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